
The Green Star – Communities PILOT rating tool, developed by the 
Green Building Council of Australia (GBCA), is one of Australia’s first 
fully independent, national sustainability rating tools for communities. It 
is a voluntary rating tool which provides best practice benchmarks and 
third-party verification of the sustainability of communities and precinct 
wide developments.
This fact sheet provides information on the Green Star – Communities 
PILOT Eligibility Requirements.  
 

1. Space Use
To meet the Space Use criteria, the project must contain 
at least four buildings, of any size and mix of Class 1-9 
structures, as classified under the Building Code of 
Australia; and

2. Spatial Differentiation
To meet the Spatial Differentiation criteria, the project 
must be clearly distinct.  This may be a structure plan, 
master plan, neighbourhood plan, renewal plan or similar.
This means the project must have a clear study area 
boundary that is subject to a ‘plan of development’. This 
plan and/or planning process must be managed by a 
government entity and/or private sector or community-
owned development entity.  
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3. Conditional Requirements
To receive a certified rating, the project must:

a) Achieve a minimum of 15%, 25% or 35% of 
the available points in each category (excluding 
Innovation) when seeking a 4, 5 or 6 Green 
Star rating respectively; 

b) Achieve a minimum total of 45 points; and

c) Where the project is subject to approval under 
the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 as a controlled action, 
it must receive written approval under the Act.

4. Timing of Certification
To meet the Timing of Certification criteria:

a) Initial project certification must be achieved 
within three years of registration; and

b) Recertification must be achieved within five 
years of initial certification, or within five years 
from the project’s last recertification date.

Still not sure?
If you are still not sure whether your project meets 
any or all of the eligibility criteria, we encourage you 
to request an eligibility ruling.  

It is the responsibility of each project team 
to confirm eligibility prior to assessment, as 
registration does not automatically confirm your 
project’s eligibility.
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One Star 10-19 - - - - - Minimum 

Practice

Two Star 20-29 - - - - - Average Practice

Three Star 30-44 - - - - - Good Practice

Four Star 45-59 3 2 3 3 4 Australian Best 

Practice

Five Star 60-74 5 3 6 5 7 Australian 

Excellence

Six Star 75+ 7 4 8 7 9 World 

Leadership




